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Although usually of an orange-red colour, it is made of
varying shades, an almost crimson tint being in demand
for certain purposes.
Asbestos powder and fine fibre find application in certain
mechanical goods, such as packings and valves intended for
heat resisting purposes. In the powdered form, it is practi-
cally the same thing as French chalk, being very similar in
chemical composition.
Barytes is used in the form of the sulphate (and not aB
the more expensive carbonate)   merely as   a  weighting
material.   It is quite unaffected by heat, sulphur, or dilute
acids, and is never adulterated itself, though it is largely
|                            met with in the cheaper brands of white lead offered to the
I *                           rubber manufacturer.    The price is regulated by the fine-
|;                           ness and colour, special qualities  being sold  under  the
!                            names of "permanent white" and " blanc fixe/'
French chalk, which is a natural silicate of magnesia, and
'/                          is also known as talc, is used to some extent in compound
:                            rubbers, especially in those for electrical purposes, but it
f                           is used to a much larger degree in the factory as a means
,                           of preventing adhesiveness in unvulcanked  rubber.    A |
{                           little of the powder dusted over the surface performs this
object admirably, and many goods are vulcanized in trays I
I                           containing a bed of the material.
\                              Magnesia is used to some extent in the form of the oxide
or calcined magnesia, though, at the present day, to a much
greater extent in England as the hydrated carbonate.
This is an extremely light floceulent body, consisting
chemically of the carbonate mixed with a certain proportion
of the hydrate, and having a decided alkaline reaction.
Its composition is somewhat variable, depending upon the